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John Spence Community High School – A Brief Pen Portrait

John Spence is a mixed 11-16 High School with approximately 870 students on roll.  It is a successful specialist Sports College, having originally gained specialist status in 2001 and then been re-designated in 2005.

The school is a community school, although not a neighbourhood school, serving students from a large number of primary school in the south east of North Tyneside.  We have a genuinely balanced and comprehensive intake and, with a reputation for inclusion, have a small number of MLD students on roll who access mainstream provision as John Spence students.  We are currently over subscribed in Years 7,8 and 9.

Substantial and sustained investment in ICT hardware and software over recent years means that provision in this area is good.  In addition to dedicated ICT teaching rooms in the Business and Information Studies Department there are a number of departmental “satellite” suites around the school, the majority of teaching rooms have Interactive Whiteboards and every member of the teaching staff has a laptop

School staffing is stable, with a significant number of able and committed long-serving staff complemented by a growing number of young enthusiastic colleagues who are quickly assimilated.  CPD opportunities for staff are good, and independent research shows a high degree of staff satisfaction with the school as a place of work.  The quality and loyalty of the staff as a whole is recognised as being a major factor in the school’s success.

The school has seen growing academic success over recent years.  91% of last year’s leavers gained 5 or more GCSEs at C or above, with 64% gaining 5 or more A*-Cs including English and Maths.
We had a full Ofsted inspection in October 2011.  We were judged to be an outstanding school.  However, we are not complacent about the gains made in recent years and are determined to continue to work towards further improvement in the future.

Jim Stephenson – Headteacher – November 2011
