
The school has just been presented with a prestigious national award in recognition of  the outstanding 
examination success achieved by our students over a period of years. 
 

The Specialist Schools and Academies Trust, the organisation which coordinates the work of all of the 
specialist schools and academies in the country, held a presentation evening in London last week for 
those schools which had shown significant and sustained improvement in external examinations over the 
last four year period.  John Spence was one of the schools to receive a ‘Most Improved School Award’ 
from the SSAT at this event. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Commenting on the schools’ achievements, Elizabeth Reid, Chief Executive of the SSAT said:  
 

‘I would like to congratulate these schools for achieving outstanding improvements to 
their GCSE results. It is important that we recognise success in the education system 
as it is the product of hard work, good leadership and innovative approaches to teach-
ing and learning. This is the success that enables more young people to reach their po-
tential.’ 

 

We have also been invited to a further SSAT event in London later this month.  Our invitation to the 
SSAT’s ‘Celebration of High Performance’ is in recognition of the record examination results achieved by 
our last Year 11 group. Our students’ performance gives us membership of the SSAT’s ‘60% Club’ which 
is for those schools in which 60% or more of the students achieve 5 or more A*-C grades at GCSE includ-
ing English and Maths — a target our students hit on the way to 77% of them achieving 5 or more A*-C 
grades. 
 

The school’s achievements have also attracted the attention of the Youth Sports Trust and the Depart-
ment for Children Schools and Families.  John Spence Headteacher Jim Stephenson was invited to a 
meeting in Westminster last week where a small group of Headteachers from High Achieving Sports Col-
leges met with David Bell, the Permanent Secretary at the DCSF, and Steve Grainger, the Chief Executive 
of the YST, to discuss school improvement.  
 

Mr Bell, who is the government’s senior adviser on education policy, congratulated the eight schools rep-
resented at the meeting for the progress they had made in significantly raising students’ attainment in ex-
ternal exams, and then led a discussion which explored ways of spreading existing good practice across 
the system as a whole. 
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Gifted and Talented Students  
Show Real Enterprise 
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The Creativity and Hard 
Work of Little People 
Language Productions 
Puts Judges at Metro 
Centre Trade Fair in a 
Quandary 

John Spence's very own enterprise group Little People 
Language Productions were recently under the spotlight 
at the Young Enterprise Metro Centre Trade Fair.   
 

The company, led by Managing Director Martin Osborne, 
are a very dedicated group of twelve Year 10 students 
who have set up a business producing language books for 
young children.  The books are aimed at encouraging 
young people to get a taste for languages at an early age.   
 

Each student has their own role within the company.  With 
the help of business advisors they have carried out market 
research and designed and written the books themselves. 
They are currently promoting their first prototype publica-
tion.  
 

The Trade Fair was a huge success for Little People Lan-
guage Productions and their product certainly went down 
well with the general public, with many people registering 
an interest for when the book hopefully goes into print.  
 

Our students were one of the youngest companies exhibit-
ing at the Fair, with most others being 6th Form teams and 
even some companies comprised of University students.  
The judges had a tough choice and Little People Lan-
guage Productions were in the running for best product 
and most creative company, but unfortunately just missed 
out on both awards.   
 

Undaunted, the company remain committed to developing 
their product range and are set to go from strength to 
strength. You can check out how they are doing by ac-
cessing the schools website and clicking on their company 
link page, which will be added soon. 

Grabbing the public’s attention 

Impressed customers  

register their interest 



A visit to the historic Northumberland  Coast was a feature of the visit 

Comenius Project Visit 
As reported in previous editions of the newsletter, John Spence is the lead school in a partnership of Euro-
pean schools researching the leisure habits of young Europeans. 

Twelve students and nine staff from Germany, Latvia and the Czech Republic visited school from 10th – 
14th February to develop the collaborative work they have already begun. The students stayed in the 
homes of Year 9 John Spence students, while the European teachers stayed with John Spence staff. 

As well as experiencing life with an English family, the visitors attended lessons in John Spence and in a 
number of our feeder primary schools. 

Visits to the Northumberland Coast and Newcastle were also part of a very full itinerary. 

The visitors worked with our students to agree a bank of questions that all Year 9 students in all of the 
partnership schools will complete online during the first week in March. 

The John Spence students involved in the exchange were – Richard Boulton, Nick Robson, Laura 
McEachan, Steph Johnson, Rosie Wright, Danielle Amis, Katie Chapman, Nicole Davison, Robert Bolt, 
Shaun Johnson, James Laing and Lewis Cardy. 

A group of John Spence students will visit Dellbruck in Germany from 20th – 24th April to look at the results 
of the online survey and to develop a website for schools in the partnership. 
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John Spence Staff in International Study Visits�
Our involvement with the Comenius Project is not the only aspect of our 
international work. 

Two of our teachers were involved in an International Study Visit to Singa-
pore during the February half term break.  Mr Pollock and Miss Vahid took 
part in the British Council–sponsored visit along with a small group of 
teachers from other North Tyneside schools, visiting local schools and de-
livering training to Singaporean teachers  

Mrs Allen, our Special Needs Coordinator, is currently visiting Oman as 
part of another British Council scheme.   Her week-long visit will focus on 
teaching students with Special Educational Needs.  As with the Singapore 
trip, Mrs Allen will visit a number of schools and share good practice with 
local teachers.                                           …�
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Newcastle United Stars Visit School 
Steve Taylor (Newcastle United and England) 
was a guest at the school earlier this term 
when he presented the Community Clubmark 
Award to North Shields Juniors FC and to the 
school. 

The awards are for the extensive links forged 
between John Spence and NSJFC, and rec-
ognises the club’s and the school’s contribu-
tion to developing sport in the community. 

Steve is seen presenting a plaque to John 
Farrage of NSJFC.  A similar plaque was pre-
sented to Olly Webster, our Sports Facilities 
Manager, who received the award on behalf 
of the school. 
Steve has not been the only Newcastle United star to visit us in recent weeks. A visit by his boss, Kevin 
Keegan, brought a real buzz to the school on the last day before the half term break.   

The Newcastle United Manager had agreed to be the special surprise guest at the Sportsmark Awards 
Ceremony which the school hosted, but did so on the strict understanding that the school would not tell 
anyone in advance that he would be present. 

The awards ceremony was in full swing when Kevin arrived and was ushered into the Hall. The re-
sponse he received, after an initial shocked silence, was tremendous. 

Kevin spoke to his audience about the importance of working hard to achieve your goals and the need 
to get on with others and work as part of a team, illustrating his talk with references to his own career 
as a footballer and a manager. 

After presenting the awards to schools from across the Authority, Kevin answered questions from the 
audience.  The students asked some very direct, even awkward, questions but they were all answered 
with honesty and humour.  Kevin  managed  to inform, educate, entertain and inspire his audience all at 
the same time. He’d make an excellent teacher! 

After his question and answer session Kevin attempted to leave the Hall, but was swamped by stu-
dents and staff trying to shake his hand and get a photograph with, or an autograph. from their hero. 

He finally did make his escape, 
only to be met by more students 
and staff who had discovered 
he was in the building and were 
waiting to meet him.   

One enterprising Year 11 stu-
dent had seen Keegan arrive 
and sent a message out on the 
school Intranet  to “all users” 
saying “Keegan’s in the Build-
ing” - it’s difficult to keep a se-
cret in the age of instant com-
munication!�

Kevin Keegan presents a Sportsmark 
Award to John Spence students Dan-
niele Amis and Robert Bolt.  PE 
Teacher Lucy Condliffe gets in on the 
act too. 
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Charity Recognises School’s Good Work 
 

John Spence Director of Specialism Bobby Graham receives a Norwich Union Cheque for 
£12500 from Olympic Gold Medallist Sally Gunnell and GMTV news presenter Chris Hollins in 
recognition of the work the school does with disabled students through our regular Tuesday Club.  
The money will be used to fund an Outdoor Pursuits Residential experience for members of the 
club later in the year. 

Athletics Success 
Pictured, right, is Year 10 student Rebecca Ferguson who has an impressive re-
cord of success in local and national athletics. 

Rebecca, who has won the school cross country for the last 4 years, recently fin-
ished 3rd in the County Cross Country competition. 

Rebecca recently ran in the 800metres at the National Iindoor Championships in 
Birmingham and got a personal best time of 2.15.82, breaking her old record by 
over a second. She got a Bronze medal in her first year as an under 17’ runner and 
her time puts her at number five in the country for this age and number one in the 
North East. 

Ofsted Say Adult Provision is Good 
 

Ofsted completed an inspection of North Tyneside’s Adult Education provision 
last week and in doing so carried out a number of inspections at John Spence, 
one of North Tyneside’s largest Adult Education providers. 

The official report will not be published for 6 weeks, but at the end of their inspec-
tion the Ofsted team gave verbal feedback to the Authority. 

Our teaching of adults and the learning they take part in were classed as good.  
For the future, our capacity to improve on our current provision was described as 
outstanding. 



Early Exam Entry a Success 
Everyone associates the end of school life with GCSE examinations.  Two years of hard work culminating in 
external exams which may well dictate your future: College entry; jobs. 

Here at John Spence, 63% of our Year 11 students are delighted to have already secured a C or above in 
one of the most important subjects, English, and are therefore in a position to apply to College and for jobs 
now! 

Successful student views: 

 “It has taken a massive weight off my shoulders.” 

“I have an English GCSE early, which is useful when applying for College.” 

“Now we can concentrate on Literature.” 

For those students who just missed out on their C grade, they have had the opportunity to join a select 
group of students with a shared aim. 

Re-sit student views: 

“It’s good to have the chance to re-sit.  It shows the teachers believe in us and they can give us the 
support we need to get a C grade.” 

“The smaller class helps because it’s more individual attention which helps improve skills.” 

“It is an advantage students from other schools haven’t got; the chance to achieve the C grade 
which everyone wants.” 

The English department are hopeful that over 70% of our Year 11 students will have the grade C or above 
by the time the summer results are published.  Best of luck to those re-sitting. 
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Friday 14th March is Sport Relief Day at school.  Students in 
years 7-10 will be taking part in a one mile run/walk on Friday 
afternoon in order to raise funds for this charity. 

On Sunday 16th March everyone in the local community is 
invited to John Spence Community High School to take part in 
a 1 mile challenge run or walk to raise money for Sport Relief. 

The event will take place on the school field at 10.30 am.  All 
money raised will go to the Comic Relief organisation and will 
be spent to help vulnerable people living tough lives  here in 
the UK and in the poorest countries of the world. 

For further information about the John Spence event contact 
the school on 2005220. 

Fort further information about Sport Relief, visit them on the 
web at sportrelief.com 

 

Chief Scout’s Gold Award for Four John Spence Students 
The Chief Scout’s Gold Award has been achieved by the following John 
Spence students: 

Sean Green,  David Keen, Daniel Langman and Martin Osborne 

This is the highest award available to scouts and is only given to those 
young people who have demonstrated the commitment, energy and 
sense of purpose necessary to meet a range of challenging demands. 

This is an excellent achievement.  Well done boys! 
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Perhaps some of these ring a bell…  
He-Man...Thunder Cats…Skeletor…Super Ted…Banana Man…Rainbow  

challenging the Atari... playing Pac-Man, Donkey Kong, Asteroids 

Cartoons on the TV like Smurfs…Chipmunks…the original Simpsons  

This phrase gets a song stuck in your head…let the music play..worries for another day..let the music play..down in fraggle rock.. ! 

Films to watch included Karate Kid…Back to the Future…Willow…Never-Ending Story 

�

Not convinced you’re part of the Class of 1997?  

Born in 1980/1981? – Some things to help you identi fy if you’re a child of the 80’s 
You never questioned why the A-Team were always imprisoned in places that had sufficient tools to build an armoured tank. 

Dungeons & Dragons was your favourite cartoon. 

You have ever danced (or even worse cried) to Kylie & Jason. 

You wondered why a popular kids TV programme told you to "Turn off your TV set and go and do some less boring instead" – I 
know two of you at least starred in this show  

You have ever po-goed or space-hopped. 

You tried to convince your Dad to fit a strip of red lights on the front of his Capri so it looked like KITT. 

You ever had more than 10 sweets in a 10p mix-up. 

Conveyor belts regularly carried washing machines, deep-fat fryers and a cuddly toy. 
 

Oh yeah and by 2000 we were all gonna be living where?? the moon? oh yeah!!  
 

Are you in the class of 1997 or know someone who was?  There is going to be a reunion this year – all plans have yet to be con-
firmed so please email this address johnspenceclassof1997@hotmail.co.uk and we will keep you up to date with the date, location 
and hope to see you then! 
 

A final reminder you know a finger of fudge and relevance this has to school, we all know what Shake n Vac does and we all adore 
a Kia-ora. 
 

Looking forward to seeing you soon!!! 
 

Biffy, Catherine Wright and Stephanie Kirsopp 

Past Students’ Reunion Plans 
Three of our former students are missing the school and their old school-friends so much that they’ve  
decided to organise a reunion.   
 

Biffy Stanger-Leathes, Catherine Wright and Stephanie Kirsopp, three of the most intelligent and charming 
young women you could ever hope to meet, have started to make plans for a Class of 1997 reunion — it 
was supposed to be a 10th Anniversary Reunion, but they got the year wrong.  
 

They have asked us to place their reunion advert in this newsletter to help reach as many ex-students as 
possible.  Here goes: 
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Monster Performance Lined Up 
What do you get if you combine Elvis, the Supremes, Franken-
stein’s  Monster and a Bimbo named Gloria?  The answer is the 
Rocky Monster Show  which is the John Spence Arts Depart-
ment’s next stage production in April.  Featuring pupils from all five 
year groups it tells the story of a mad ex rock star scientist who 
decides to bring great pop stars of the past back to life, a bit like 
Simon Cowell in reverse. 

This will be the last production for the current Year 11 students, 
many of whom started their careers in Cinderella four years ago; 
and are looking to go out with a bang, literally, in this production! 

Tickets for this production will go on sale from the 10th March  and 
will cost £3 for adults and £1 for children up to 16.  The main eve-
ning performances will take place on Wednesday 2nd and Thursday 
3rd April  so make sure to book your tickets early to avoid disap-
pointment. 

Looking even further ahead, the John Spence X Factor competition 
is already underway and the Grand Final will take place on Tues-
day 15th July.   More information about buying tickets and timings 
for this event will be available in the next news letter.�
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Another reminder that this year’s early Easter has resulted in a slightly unusual arrangement for the  “Easter 
Holidays” so that we now have two breaks—a long weekend over Easter itself, followed by the usual two 
week break at the end of term.  The dates are as follows 
 

We break up for the Easter Weekend on Thursday 20th March 

Students return to school on Tuesday 25th March .   

We break up for the end of term on Friday 4th April 

Students return to school on Monday 21st April  
 

This arrangement does not mean that students or staff have been given extra holidays.  Adjustments have 
been made to the other term dates to ensure that all students receive the statutory number of days of teach-
ing this year. 
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School Meals 
The school continues to provide a vari-
ety of nutritious meals at reasonable 
prices every lunchtime: 

· A 2 course meal for £1.60 

· Pasta King 

· A variety of homemade sand-
wiches 

· Jacket potatoes, salad pots & 
fruit pots 

· Homemade cakes and biscuits 

 

 

 

 

Breakfast is served in the school Din-
ing Hall from 8.00-8.45 

Give school meals a try! 


